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Halloween is Here!
By: Callie Watkins & Bella Patel

Spooky season! How do you celebrate?

The spooky season is finally

here! Most people just dress up

and give out candy but do they

really know the history of

halloween and how it started?

Halloween started with the

ancient celtic festival of samhain

where people would light

bonfires and wear costumes to

scare off the ghosts. The festival

was held on november 1st in

contemporary calendars. It was

believed that on that day, the

souls of the dead would return to

their homes.

We interviewed Ms. Rosseau

about her Halloween schedule,

and what she is doing! She gave

us some pretty cool answers.

When we asked her what her

favorite halloween movie was

she said that she loves

Halloween town. She said that

she will be handing out candy

for halloween this year. Ms.

Rousseau's favorite thing

about Halloween is seeing all

the kids in their costumes. She

also said that she is dressing

up as a calculator, we thought

that was pretty neat because

she teaches math! One of her

favorite candies during this

season to eat is Reese’s peanut

butter cups.

Have fun Trick or Treating

this year and remember to stay

safe!

Traditional Samhain festival
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New Teacher Feature: Ms. Wiersma
By: Zoe Lorraine Rovira and Sophia Case

This month we’d like to tell you

about this new teacher Ms.

Wiersma.

Ms.Wiersma has been teaching for

four years. First she was a teacher in

college, then she started substituting

for other teachers for two years. And

she has been teaching seventh grades

here  for two other years.

Ms. Wiersma enjoys science. She

enjoys science because there is always

something to learn and endless

possibilities in science. Ms. Wiersma

wanted to teach because she wanted

to get to know the students. This

shows that she is a very social and

caring person.

Ms. Wiersma is 25 years old and is

rocking her job as a 7th grade science

teacher. She is a very positive person

and always tries to look on the bright

side.

At the beginning of every class she

has us answer a question, either about

a topic we learned that week or a

completely random and fun topic.

Ms.Wiersma has a fun and kind

personality, and loves what she does.

Ms.Wiersma loves her students and

teaches them about the world of

science. Overall, Ms.Wiersma is a

great teacher, who is very kind and

cares about her students.

Ms.Wiersma in her classroom.

Red Ribbon Week
By: Olivia Perucca and Madison Zupper

This year’s Red Ribbon Week was a blast! What is Red Ribbon Week and

why does it matter? Red Ribbon Week is the nation’s largest drug prevention

awareness campaign. Red Ribbon Week gets information out to the public about

the dangers of drug usage.

Monday’s theme was Twin Day because friends don’t let friends do drugs. On

Tuesday, students teamed up against drugs by wearing their jerseys for Sports Day.

Wednesday was very wacky. Students dressed up crazy by wearing mismatched

socks, crazy hair, (finish after day). It was definitely a Wednesday to remember.

On Thursday, students said peace out to drugs by wearing their Tie- Dye shirts.

Don’t dye from drugs! On Friday, students and administration wore red to show

that they are drug free.

On Friday, students also had the option to pay five dollars to wear a Halloween

costume and showcase their spooky spirit. Jefferson Middle School’s annual

teacher Halloween costume contest also took place on Friday, with several teachers

dressing up as clowns, ghosts, and more! To end Red Ribbon Week, SGA is hosting

the Halloween Dance from 5:30-8:30pm on Friday night. The event costs $20 per

ASK A STATESMEN:
advice column

Question: How much does the
SGA Halloween Dance cost?

Answer: The dance is $20 at the door,
so hopefully you bought your tickets
during lunch! The Halloween Hallway
is an additional $5.

Question: Why didn’t I get a
report card?

Answer: The BPS district has decided
not to print report cards anymore. Your
report card will be available to view on
FOCUS.



student and is raising money for the SGA.

Teacher of the Month: Mr. Harper
By: Ivy Driggett

SGA has elected the October Teacher of the Month as Mr.

Harper! Mr. Harper teaches social studies. We asked him a few

questions. “How long have you been teaching?” “I’ve been teaching for

about 2 years.” “And both years were at Jefferson?” “Yes, they were!” “Ok

and one last question. Were you expecting to be chosen?” “No, not at all. I

was super surprised.”

A few students said some nice things about Mr. Harper.

“I am so thankful for Mr. Harper, he makes me like learning civics. He is

my ALL-TIME favorite teacher!” -Izzy V.

“ I’m thankful for Mr.Harper because he explains things so well. He also

makes his class interesting and helps a ton.” -Lexi D.

“ Mr. Harper cares about us and wants us to succeed in civics. He makes

sure we have plenty of opportunities to bring up our grades.” -Ella B

Thank you Mr. Harper for making a difference in our school.

Congratulations on October Teacher of the Month!

Members of SGA deliver Mr. Harper a gift basket for
winning Teacher of the Month.
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Teacher/Employee of the Year
By: Sable O’Hagan

Congratulations to Civics teacher Mr. T. Scull and Head

Custodian Ms. Acosta! Mr. Scull says that he likes to teach because,

“It is important for future generations and I enjoy interacting with my

students.” His 10th grade U.S. government teacher inspired him to teach.

His favorite president is Thomas Jefferson but not because he teaches at

Jefferson. Mr. Scull has been teaching for 7 years and in those years he

taught at Merritt Island High School, Kennedy Middle School and

Jefferson. Ms. Acosta has worked at Jefferson for 3 years now and was

very honored to receive this award. If you see Mr. Scull or Ms. Acosta in

the hallways, be sure to congratulate them on their achievement!

Principal  Trine awards Mr. T. Scull and Ms. Acosta
flowers for their great accomplishment.

The Drama Club Presents: The
Pirate Festival

By: Bodey Birdsell and William Isaac Siaca

The Pirate Festival, hosted by Mrs. Hoskins and the Drama

Club,  was on Saturday, October 15th. The Festival started at

11:00am and ended at 3:00pm. Attendees were able to dress up as a

Pirate, win prizes, and listen to music like ‘Sea Shanty’ and ‘Drunken

Sailor’. There was also food available at the festival, with Ms. Smoak’s

food truck Elite Cuisine on sight, serving up burgers and yummy sides!

One festival goer said it was ‘the best burger they ever had’. There were

hundreds of people that attended the festival. And they had raised over a

thousand dollars! This money will support the Drama Club program at

JMS. Fun fact Mrs. Hoskins has been teaching for over 18 long, great

years. Thank you for the festival Mrs. Hoskins! And to many more.
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